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For about 500 miles from its mouth it maintains a
nearly uniform depth of about 30 feet, and a width of
over one mile, while the fall from Hardwar to the sea
scarcely exceeds 1000 feet. Hence the Ganges would
afford one of the finest water highways *to be found in
any country but for the troublesome and even sometimes
dangerous navigation of its shallow tortuous channel and
numerous mouths. Of these the southernmost and most
frequented is the Hugli, which gives access to large
vessels for 100 miles as far as Calcutta. Beyond this
point large boats ascend for upwards of 1000 miles along
the main stream, and for perhaps five times that distance
along its numerous tributaries, northwards to the Hima-
layas, southwards to the Vindhyas. " The navigation of
the Brahmaputra and its affluents, of the Lower Ganges
and its many branches, is quite magnificent, and offers
probably one of the finest spectacles of its kind to be
seen in the world. Not only every trader and landholder
keeps many vessels, but every cultivator or peasant has
his boats, and almost every labourer his canoe; thus the
craft may be reckoned by hundreds of thousands. At
several points on the great rivers the vessels congregate
for several months consecutively, and form floating cities
and marts, where many thousands temporarily dwell,
where much barter takes place, where monetary trans-
actions are arranged, and banking business is done " (Sir
E. Temple).1

The united Ganges-Brahmaputra delta is of vast
extent, probably the largest in the world, and of most
complicate character, constantly shifting its channels
with the annual inundations, and continually advancing
towards the sea, which it discolours for a distance of 60
miles with over 235,000,000 cubic yards of matter
yearly brought down to the coast. The delta extends

1 India in 1880, p. 319.